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A Window to the World
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IPS Playgroup
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On the Upper East Side










A Unique and Warm Community in NYC
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For over 60 years, The International Preschools — IPS, as we say — has welcomed families from New York City and all around the world. Our uniquely diverse community is a happy place of belonging, sharing, supporting, growing and befriending — for both children and their parents. We celebrate our differences and commonalities and help children build the fundamental skills and attitudes to thrive in a complex world.
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Discover Our Programs
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Preschool for 2s, 3s and 4/5s









IPS offers preschool programs for children ages 2 through 5. Our developmentally appropriate and nurturing approach to learning keeps all children engaged and excited to come to school every day!
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IPS Playgroup for Under-2s









IPS is excited to offer a pre-separation class for children under 2 years of age. In this introduction to school, an experienced IPS teacher facilitates structured free play, art projects, storytime, music and snack for your child.
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Summer Camp









IPS runs a summer camp for incoming and current students. Camp is a great place for children to get acclimated to school routines, learn new skills, make new friends and continue the fun they have at school!
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Our Philosophy










Play-based Learning
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Play is the serious work of young children. They are born with natural impulses to explore; play-based learning allows children to learn naturally. They understand their world best through hands-on, sensory-based experiences that allow them to actively participate, get messy, and make meaning of both the familiar and the new. These experiences help young children grow into older children and adults who have open-minded, nuanced views of the world.













Discover Play-based Learning
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Learn More About Us
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Diversity








At IPS, diversity isn’t something we do — it’s who we are. It’s woven into all aspects of our curriculum and classrooms. We are all uniquely different yet the same in many ways.
Read More
 






 

 


















Community








Whether our families are from New York or far away, they all become a part of the big IPS family. We work closely with parents to create a vibrant, welcoming environment.
Read More
 






 

 


















Early Drop-off & After School








Recognizing that working parents often need to extend their child’s school day, we offer drop-off beginning at 8:00 AM and after-school programs until 4:00 PM and 6:00 PM to meet their needs.
Read More
 






 

 

































Teachers








Our teachers also reflect the diversity of the students. Many speak multiple languages and were born outside the U.S. Each class has two or three teachers, and all head teachers hold Master’s degrees.
Read More
 






 

 


















Specialty Classes








As part of our play-based curriculum, our specialty classes — creative movement, music, library, and technology — expand on the curricular themes studied in the classrooms.
Read More
 






 

 


















Life After IPS








We work individually with all our families to guide their applications to kindergarten. Many families aren’t from NYC and are unfamiliar with the options and process. IPS has a strong record of placements at top schools.
Read More
 






 

 

















































From Our Instagram
















We've been busy celebrating a lot of birthdays rec


 [image: We've been busy celebrating a lot of birthdays recently! Every family is invited in to celebrate their child's birthday and bring a special treat to share with the class.   #IPSNYC #playbasedlearning #homeschoolconnection #earlychildhoodeducation #uppereastsidenyc]







It's beginning to look a lot like #Spring at IPS! 


 [image: It's beginning to look a lot like #Spring at IPS! The children are learning about flowers in all areas of the classroom-- creating their own flowers for their dramatic play floral shop, making still life drawings of fresh flowers, and making their own floral arrangements out of pretend flowers.   #IPSNYC #playbasedlearning #bestpreschool #earlychildhoodeducation #uppereastsidenyc #preschoolactivities #preschoolart #representationaldrawing #Spring #collaborativeplay #socialemotionaldevelopment]







Did you know that The Art Farm visits IPS once a m
[image: Did you know that The Art Farm visits IPS once a month? 🐇🐁🦔🐍🐢🦎 To learn more about the specialty programs offered at IPS, visit our https://www.ipsnyc.org/programs/specialty-classes/   #IPSNYC #playbasedlearning #bestpreschool #uppereastsidenyc #earlychildhoodeducation #preschoolactivities]







The Green 2 class practiced their public speaking 


 [image: The Green 2 class practiced their public speaking with a #showandshare of their Spring Break journals. This was a great activity for the children to complete over Spring Break and helped strengthen the #homeschoolconnection.   #IPSNYC #playbasedlearning #bestpreschool #earlychildhoodeducation #preschoolactivities #threesprogram #allaroundtheworld #earlyliteracy #uppereastsidenyc]




 




























New & Noteworthy









Lunar New Year

On January 30th we kicked off our Lunar New Year celebration with a presentation by the New York Chinese Cultural Center.  The children and staff wore red because the color red represents good luck in many cultures.  Over the month-long holiday we have many families present Culture Shares to their child's class about Lunar New Year celebrations from their culture.










IPS Summer Camp

Registration is open for IPS Summer Camp! Join us for 1, 2, or all 7 weeks this summer!










IPS Playgroup

The IPS Playgroup for children under 2 begins on January 8th.  This pre-separation class is the perfect way for your child to be introduced to the school routine and develop social-emotional skills to prepare them for preschool in September.  Register today!
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The International Preschools

345 East 86th Street

New York NY 10028

+1.212.371.8604













The International Preschools Instagram





The International Preschools Facebook





The International Preschools YouTube





The International Preschools LinkedIn
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Independent Schools Admissions Association of Greater New York ISAAGNY Logo
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Accredited by NYSAIS Logo
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Parents League of New York Logo
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